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Running Into the Sea

(Robert Sund)

| came here glad, needing no expectations,
and then, in full sunlight
the sea turned my body into glass.

At night, down near the waves, | stood

back to the bonfire, hot twenty feet away.

Saw my huge shadow cast up into the high fog
like a tree falling into space.

The waves leapt up out of the dark sea,

four waves breaking at once,

one behind the other

like a stairway being born in the sea.

Clothes off on a log.

Run through the orange light of the fire
into the surf,

water racing below my kneecaps.
Pushing against the sweeping wter,
heading into it

balls chilled through instantly.

Farther out yet, meet a bigger wave.

Turn and ride it in, white water.

Pick myself up off the shallow, sandy bottom,
outging sand between my fingers.

Up out of the shallower water, salmon jump.
Only ecstasy.

Flinging arms, hollering, voice

rising out of the ice.

Going out, greedy. Even this!

One more time and never the same.
Run up, feet thumping on sand, dodging
the black glistening stones,

into the fire glow.

Body alive. Body alive and naked water
all I need.
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